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by Vishalaksha Pandit's counsel. On every occa-
sion when any matter was under consideration,
the Pandit's acute mind thought out things which
were beyond the reach of any one else. It
happened that Vishalaksha Pandit was not
encumbered with a family. He had nothing to
live for except his duties. He was either counsel-
ling the King or playing chess with him ; and when
he was not doing this he was engaged in some
reading or recondite speculation. As he had
shown him great love from boyhood and was now
helping him in the administration of the state, the
King felt great affection and deep respect and
unshakable regard for the Pandit. King and
Prime Minister looked on each other with feelings
of respect and devotion and conducted themselves
as friends rather than as merely master and
servant.

There was another minister of state who was
also intimate with the King. His name was
Thirumalarya. Thirumalarya's household had
served the kings of Mysore for generations and
Thirumala had grown to his high place in conse-
quence also of his ability. If Pandit Vishalaksha
had not been brought by Chikdevaraja to be
prime minister, Thirumalarya might have had
that place. When Vishalaksha was made premier